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Opening Address: Ms. Ana Núñez, Director General of the Spanish Merchant Marine. 
Ministry of Transport and Sustainable Mobility- Spain. 

Dear Michael. Thank you for your words. On behalf of Spain, I wish to express my gratitude 
to PAME for this invitation to participate in the opening of this interesting webinar, and I 
would like to extend a warm greeting to all those who are in attendance. I am pleased that 
this project has assisted in highlighting the benefits that ratification of the 2012 Cape Town 
Agreement brings, which I firmly believe can assist those countries in the Arctic region, and 
other Arctic Council Observer nations, that have not yet ratified the agreement. 

I want to express my recognition for the words of the Minister of Infrastructure of Iceland 
and acknowledge the excellent, and warmly-felt collaboration and understanding that 
Iceland and Spain, in conjunction with the IMO Secretariat, have had in working together on 
this important project. 

Spain, like Iceland, and other States represented here today, has a long seafaring history, 
and has accordingly endeavoured to promote the entry into force of fishing vessel safety to 
protect fishers on a world-wide basis for a long time. That is very important to Spain. 

Given the failure of the Torremolinos Convention of 1977, and then the Torremolinos 
Protocol of  1993 to meet the requirements for their entry into force,  it has been essential 
for the Cape Town Agreement of 2012 to meet its entry into requirement threshold, That was 
clear for all to see in 2019 when, despite 22 States being required for entry into force with 
an aggregate of 3600 vessels, we were stuck on 10 States and 1020 vessels. , Spain decided 
to invest heavily to help create the momentum to address this working closely with the IMO 
Secretariat and other organizations and nations, such as Iceland.  

Spain invested in and was proud to organise, with IMO and PEW Charitable Trusts, a 
Ministerial Conference tin Torremolinos in October 2019, which resulted in, ultimately, 51 
States signing the Torremolinos Declaration indicating their intention to ratify the CTA. This 
created critical momentum. 

Despite COVID 19 Spain, like Iceland, continued to support initiatives, particularly IMO’s 
series of Cape Town Agreement awareness webinars in various regions of the world  

In October 2020 Spain also embarked on leading an informal working group to draft 
‘Guidance to assist competent authorities in the implementation of the Cape Town 
Agreement of 2012’, submitting the proposal at IMO in a paper that was formerly supported 
by Iceland, other nations and organizations. This important work was completed and 
approved at IMO in 2024.  

Additionally to assist in this process Spain and IMO have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding on technical cooperation activities to support capacity-building activities in 
English and Spanish-speaking countries, including the CTA.As part of this effort and 
recognising the importance of the work that the Arctic Council, through its working groups 
does, Spain, as an Observer Nation of the Arctic Council since 2006, was delighted to get 
the opportunity to lead this important project with Iceland and IMO to raise awareness of 
the provisions of the CTA within the Arctic Council, and is proud of the role this project has 



played in the overall aim to achieve the objective of meeting the entry into force 
requirements of the CTA. 

And after all these efforts it has been hugely satisfying to see that the momentum that was 
created work. It is magnificent that we have met the requirements for entry into force. 

But our effort does not end here.  The regulation will come into effect in February 2027, but 
we need to continue to raise awareness of its provisions, and there will be more work to do 
to revise and enhance some of the provisions through hard work at the IMO and working 
with our fishers, who are front and central in all this. Their protection and welfare are at the 
forefront of Spain’s commitment. 

As Director General of the Spanish Merchant Marine, that is of paramount importance to 
me and my colleagues, and I am proud to speak here today to highlight Spain’s work, and 
hope that we all continue to work together in the collaborative approach that we have 
demonstrated together so far to achieve results, that will help protect the lives of fishers in 
the Arctic, and its environment, as well as around the world. 

Thank you all on behalf of Spain for your hard work on this project. 

Thank you for your attention. 
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