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PAME CTA Arctic Webinar – Moderator Script – Michael Kingston 

Opening Address 

04.06.2026 – 1300 - 1530 GMT -  

Slide 1 – Welcome Slide 

Good afternoon everyone. 

Welcome to the Arctic Council’s Protection of the Arctic Marine 
Environment Working Group’s Arctic Cape Town Agreement Webinar. 

My name is Michael Kingston. Today I am moderating the meeting in my 
capacity as an advisor to PAME. I have been heavily involved in PAME’s 
project ‘Raising Awareness in the Arctic Council of the Provisions of the 
2012 Cape Town Agreement for the Safety of Fishing Vessels’, which is co-
led at PAME by Iceland, Spain and IMO. In conjunction with Cagri 
Kucukyildiz of IMO’s Maritime Safety Division and Loukas Kontogiannis of 
IMO’s Marine Environment Division I was also heavily involved in 
representing IMO on the project as an IMO Consultant on Polar issues, and 
Fishing Vessel Safety. 

Slide 2 House keeping Rules 

Can I first explain a few house- keeping rules for this meeting. Please 
introduce yourselves using the chat function.  

Please ensure you are on mute with your cameras off to give good 
connectivity. If you have questions for presenters as we move through the 
webinar, feel free to post questions in the chat function which we will 
endeavour to address in the ‘Panel Discussion’ when the floor will be open 
also to you. Should you wish to ask an oral question at that stage please 
raise your virtual hand turn your camera on and your microphone. We will 
endeavour to deal with all questions however if we do not get to address all 
the written questions we will revert to you by email afterwards. 

Slide 3 – Arctic Council  

The Arctic Council is the leading intergovernmental forum promoting 
cooperation, coordination and interaction among the Arctic States, Arctic 
Indigenous Peoples and other Arctic inhabitants on common Arctic issues, 
in particular on issues of sustainable development and environmental 
protection in the Arctic. It was formally established in 1996. All Arctic 
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Council decisions and statements require consensus of the eight Arctic 
States. 

Slide 4 – PAME 

Arctic Council's activities are conducted in six Working Groups whose 
responsibility is to execute the programs and projects mandated by  Arctic 
Council Ministers. PAME is the focal point of the Arctic Council’s activities 
related to the protection and sustainable use of the Arctic marine 
environment and provides a unique forum for collaboration on a wide range 
of activities in this regard. One of its key focus areas is Arctic Shipping, 
including safety and environmental issues. 

Slide 5 – The CTA History 

PAME’s CTA Project was initiated to complement in the Arctic Council IMO 
Secretariat’s overall drive to try and encourage ratifications in order to 
move towards meeting the entry into force requirements of the CTA which 
is 22 States with an aggregate of 3600 fishing vessels. 

The Agreement sets out a raft of mandatory safety standards for more than 
45,000 fishing vessels of 24 meters (79 feet) in length and over, operating 
on the high seas. Beyond safety, the Agreement is also expected to support 
the reduction of marine plastic pollution from abandoned or lost fishing 
gear, help to prevent casualties, improve working conditions for fishers, 
enhance competitiveness and protect the marine environment, as well as 
reducing dangerous long distance call outs for our rescue services 

Despite many Conventions at IMO for commercial vessels going back to 
shortly after the sinking of the Titanic, no equivalent treaty for fishing 
vessels has ever entered into force despite concerted efforts in 1977 (1977 
Torremolinos International Convention ) and 1993 (1993 Torremolinos 
Protocol ), both failing to meet their thresholds. The Cape Town Agreement 
of 2012 is the third attempt. 

In early 2019 only 10 Sates had ratified with an aggregate of 1020 vessels, 
and the CTA was heading in the same direction as the previous two 
conventions. It was thought its thresholds would not be met. However, the 
IMO Secretariat, embarked on a massive momentum drive which Cagri 
Kucukyildiz will elaborate on this in his presentation. 

Slide 6 – The PAME CTA Project 

https://www.imo.org/en/about/conventions/pages/the-torremolinos-international-convention-for-the-safety-of-fishing-vessels.aspx
https://www.imo.org/en/about/conventions/pages/the-torremolinos-international-convention-for-the-safety-of-fishing-vessels.aspx
https://www.imo.org/en/about/conventions/pages/the-torremolinos-international-convention-for-the-safety-of-fishing-vessels.aspx
https://www.imo.org/en/about/conventions/pages/the-torremolinos-international-convention-for-the-safety-of-fishing-vessels.aspx
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As part of this momentum, this project was initiated. 

The PAME CTA Project consists of a Correspondence Group that 
has been working on an analysis of Fishing vessel activity in the 
Arctic which Hjalti Hreinsson will explain today, as well as asking 
Arctic States and Observer States to provide an analysis of their 
regulatory position and how it may align with the CTA’s provisions. 
In order to do this we developed a questionnaire which many 
States, both Arctic Council and Observer States completed. 

• The project also agreed to convene a webinar to discuss CTA Progress, 
which we are of course doing today; and finally 

• The Project will finalise a summary report of the projects findings which 
will be presented to PAME Plenary for consideration. 

Much work has been put into this project, and along the way some key 
participants have ratified the Agreement such as Finland, United Kingdom, 
Republic of South Korea, with the Faroe Islands also submitting their vessel 
numbers to complement Denmark’s earlier ratification. The Co-leads, and 
others deserve huge credit for their hard work, including working the 
corridors at meetings and at IMO to encourage others to ratify, which 
ultimately led to the entry into force requirements being met, when 
Argentina deposited their instrument of accession at IMO in February 
declaring 467 vessels. Accordingly, the CTA comes into force one year from 
that date which will be 24 February 2027. 

It is a historic achievement as it is the first ever worldwide Convention for 
the safety of fishing vessels.  

Slide 7 - Agenda 

Just by way of reminder you can see today’s Agenda on the screen. 

We will have a health break at 2pm GMT. 

Speaking of leadership on this issue, it is now my great honour to give the 
floor to Iceland’s Minister for Infrastructure, Minister Armannsson. 

The floor is yours Minister Armannsson. 

************************** 

 


