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Closing remarks 

We are delighted to see a few people attending the meeting today who were 
instrumental in helping to create the momentum that helped us reach the 
entry in force requirements. This included helping IMO lead this project at 
PAME, and deepen relationships with PAME and the Arctic Council 

 First, I would like to give the floor to Heike Deggim – Director of IMO’s 
Maritime Safety Division  in 2019 when this momentum was created. 

 Then Jack Westwood Booth, Senior Deputy Director, IMO Maritime Safety 
Division in 2019. 

Then Sverrir Konradsson, Iceland who initiated this project on behalf of 
ICETRA at PAME 

The Ari Gudmundsson, Iceland, who worked tirelessly on the CTA, 

Just before I close I would like to tell you a story about this journey which 
sums up the efforts of humanity and how we can do good things when good 
people are found in all aspects of our work. You just have to find them. In 
today’s society there is too much of, ‘the computer says no I can’t do that’, 
or “this is a low priority”. But quite simply if we want to, we can stay an extra 
hour or two at work every now and again to make something happen.   

First Heike Deggim said, this is not good enough, and I quote “this 
imbalance between merchant seafarer safety and those of our fishers is 
shameful” .  Her father, brother and grandfather were fishermen. And she 
was right. Then she made it happen. In accordance with my IMO contract I 
was asked to canvass nations regarding the CTA at IMO Assembly in 2019, 
thanks to the ingenuity of the indefatigable Jack Westwood Booth, 3 or 4 
weeks after the Torremolinos conference. I was invited to a reception at the 
United States Embassy by the US. There I met a man, Branimir Farkas of 
Croatia. We discussed the issue. Branimir put in the extra effort, and 
ensured Croatia, who were taking over the presidency of the EU put the 
CTA, on the back of our conversation, at the top of the agenda at the 
Ministerial meeting in Opatija on 11 March 2020. Croatia then ratified the 



Agreement, and at that meeting, Poland, Bulgaria and Portugal singed the 
Torremolinos declaration. I attended with Heike, Sec General Lim and Ari 
Gidmundsson. But my conversation with Branimir that night at the US 
Embassy in London was simple. What Branimir and his generation 
witnessed as a young man, the same age as me, in the 1990’s in the 
Balkans was horrific; so we decided that whilst we have peace, before the 
war mongers start again, that we would move things for a better future. 
Let’s put things in place whilst we have the chance, before that chance 
evaporates. That is what we must always do with international law. The 
protection of fishers and our Search and Rescue Services is not and cannot 
ever be a low priority. 

My friends who have joined this seminar, and all those who have 
contributed to achieving the entry into force requirements of this historic 
Agreement, Well done, thank you so much for your participation and for 
doing those extra few hours off your own back that others weren’t prepared 
to do.  

Thank you all so much to everyone for your participation. Nothing happens 
without a collective effort. You have demonstrated your effort by 
participating today.  

To Iceland Spain and IMO Secretariat thank you for all your wonderful 
continuous commitment, energy, and noble effort. 

To the PAME Secretariat, Hjalti and Soffia, thank you so much for all you 
have done for the Arctic and for humanity, your work and commitment is 
incredible. 

It is clear from this work that Together we will Always make a Difference. 

I now draw this Webinar to a close but say clearly that we have more work 
to do and we will do it. 

Thank you all for your attendance. 

Michael Kingston 
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