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urvey — about gear marking

onomy of Fishing Gear in Nordic Fisheries



@\% Background info, timeline, and main references

Since the 1970s, international organisations have championed the marking of
fishing gear with traceable tags for comprehensive ownership verification

IMO Timeline for MARPOL ANNEX V Amendment

13th Session of Sub-Committee 14th Session of Sub-Committee e i s
on Pollution Prevention on Pollution Prevention rine EAvironmen on ENTRY INTO FORCE
Committee (MEPC)
and Response (PPR13) and Response (PPR14)
s 16 months after adoption
PROPOSAL FINAL PROPOSAL
2026 2027 2028 2029

Why Mark Fishing Gear
Traceability: Identifies owners of lost gear and enables return
Environmental protection: Discourages abandonment and supports loss reporting
Regulatory compliance: Supports licensing requirements and helps deter [lUU fishing



Q\% Background info, timeline, and main references

®

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

FAO Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing Gear (2019) - VGMFG

les Nations Unies
tion et |'agriculture

e las Naciones Unidas
ultura

% https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/ca3546t

VOLINTAN GUDELNE N T « Explain why and how fishing gear should be marked
T — « Supports ALDFG reduction, environmental protection, safety at sea, and IUU fishing
MARQUAGE DES ENGINS DE PECHE
DIRECTRICES VOLUNTARIAS SOBRE EL co n t ro I
Supplement 1: A framework for conducting a risk assessment for a system on

the marking of fishing gear (2023)

% https://doi.org/10.4060/cc4084en

VOLUNTATY GUCELINES U ThE « A practical framework to assess the need for gear marking
At for cocctig s » Helps design appropriate marking systems, building on the Guidelines

assessment for a system on the marking
of fishing gear

WA\ Food and Agriculture
@{@ Organization of the
United Nations

Supplement 2: Manual for the marking of fishing gear (2023)

% https://doi.org/10.4060/cc4251en

« Practical instructions for marking major fishing gear types
* Provide examples, placements of marking, and a suggestion of a method of testing gear
MARKING OF FISHING GEAR m a r k

Manual for the marking of fishing gear


https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/ca3546t
https://doi.org/10.4060/cc4084en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cc4251en

How to Mark Fishing Gear

Date Gear code

Date \— Country code !
ESP 2{}-1: PO The I1SO3 alphabetic code is strongly recommended as a standard for labelling

“RI=7: Ownership ID
3-Bl-7-1234 piD |
#4321 If available, the IMO, MMSI, or IRCS can be used. Where these are not

/_) available, registration or vessel license numbers can be used. In some cases, a
company name or a fishing licence code may be used

Date (useful)

Unigue sequential number

NOR AUS PRT
R e LELat g The year of first use should be used in most cases, with some variations
Ist ZAF KOR 2230 1250 dependent upon gear type
IMO: 9192404  John Hook
Cape Town ISL

e @Gear code (useful)

Use ISSCFG gear codes to confirm legality and fishing authorisation, and to

NOR
MMSI: 259215000

NOR - ITA
M-07-AV

help identify gear




Levels of Gear Making Regulation & Requirement

Passive Regulations Guiding Regulations Comprehensive
Registration System

| GEAR REGISTER

MATEALES TVPE GEAR
ler=

W FIIT | CCLOR
B o BT
BaLinF E R LT
Tl Do gL
i Emiry [are 37 &M

Traceable marking is required Establish basic standards Maintains a full inventory of all
without detailed guidance on-  for marker or tag design fishing gear and its materials,
marker or tag content, and the  and labelling, and a supporting end-of-life recycling
1S no registration requirement. requirement for fishing and fostering a circular approach
[BZ = J69 HNGHO) gear registration to fishing gear management.

(RIS e



What about bottom trawls?

Physical marking alone is not practical for large fishing gear like trawl

Focus on lifecycle management:

* Register trawl gear when taken onboard

* Log repairs and modifications over time

* Record materials at end-of-life (for recycling)

E ID "=

Register Use Maintain / Repair Recycle

= )

Why this matters:

* Better understanding of loss & damage
 Smarter gear design & decisions
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--------- 'he FAO.Global ALDFG Survey - about the marking

Request for participation in the
Contact FAO Global ALDFG Survey

responsible-fishing @fao.org

LoA / Exchange
- ofletters
Inform local
authorities about the
surveyandrequest  ~  Presurvey-
fieet profile questionnaire

Sample size
determined for
.. each FG. type

'

Preparation

~
Training for the | ~
interviewer and data entry ___

Data portal registration bR ~ .
Survey conducted and data -
entered to the data portal ~
|
Verification reports

" ~
generated for each FG. — CO"E?IIO" af
type surveyed potential errors i jons.

Secondary verification h>
Verification  Verified dataset reports generated for :

and reports provided T each FG. type surveyed i y

Country report for all surveyed F.G. types to the survey
user(s)

How important is marking fishing
gear to avoiding ALDFG?

Is the fishing gear in use marked in
any way?

3. Trawls
Importance of measures to avoid/reduce ALDFG

Vessel desi

Quality of fishing gear material

g gear marking -
N

Gear location technology |

Communication between vessels
Accurac‘y and a 0 weather fCII'ECElSlIﬂg

Fisher skills for handling vessel/gear

ve impacts of ALDFG

Share of responses

. Very Important Important Not Important
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.‘..;._\l Nordic Council
of Ministers

The Circular Economy
of Fishing Gear in
Nordic Fisheries

The situation and challenges



http://dx.doi.org/10.6027/temanord2025-544
http://dx.doi.org/10.6027/temanord2025-544
http://dx.doi.org/10.6027/temanord2025-544

”‘j MARINE & FRESHWATER
L7 RESEARCH INSTITUTE
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