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PAME II-2015 Agenda Item 4.2 (c)  
AMSA Recommendation I(B) 

Norwegian national regulations for Fishing vessels 
 
 
 
 BACKGROUND  
 
AMSA Recommendation I(B) provides that:  
 
“That the Arctic states, in recognition of the unique environmental and navigational conditions 
in the Arctic, decide to cooperatively support efforts at the International Maritime Organization 
to strengthen, harmonize and regularly update international standards for vessels operating in 
the Arctic. These efforts include: 
• Support the updating and the mandatory application of relevant parts of the Guidelines for 
Ships Operating in Arctic Ice-covered Waters (Arctic Guidelines); and, 
• Drawing from IMO instruments, in particular the Arctic Guidelines, augment global IMO ship 
safety and pollution prevention conventions with specific mandatory requirements or other 
provisions for ship construction, design, equipment, crewing, training and operations, aimed 
at safety and protection.”  
 
 
PAME I-2015 adopted a record of decision (ROD) inviting member governments to submit 
overview papers to PAME II-2015 on their national regulation of fishing vessel safety and the 
prevention of pollution from such ships in the Arctic. 

 

Information on the Norwegian national regulation of fishing vessel safety and the 
prevention of pollution from such ships in the Arctic 

The Torremolinos International Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels was adopted by the IMO 
in 1977. The Convention as amended in 1993, contains general safety requirements for the safety of 
fishing vessels of 24 metres and above. The application of the requirements is mainly determined by 
the length of the ship, however some additional requirements apply to ships intended for operation in 
icy conditions.  

As regards the construction of vessels falling under the scope of the Convention, the general principle 
is that the construction shall be sufficient to withstand all foreseeable conditions of the intended 
service and shall be to the satisfaction of the administration1. For vessels intended for operation in ice, 
the hull shall be strengthened in accordance with the anticipated conditions for navigation2. 

Regarding freeing ports in vessels intended for operation in waters subject to icing, covers and 
protective arrangements for freeing ports shall be capable of being easily removed to restrict ice 
accretion.  

Allowance for ice accretion, if anticipated, shall be taken into consideration when calculating the 
vessels stability under specific operating conditions3. For vessels operating in areas where icing is 
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likely to occur, specific icing allowance shall be included in the stability calculations4. Vessels 
intended for operation in areas where ice accretion is known to occur shall be designed to minimize 
ice accretion and equipped with means to remove it5.  

The Convention has yet to enter into force,  thus there are no international rules in force on fishing 
vessels safety neither in general nor for such vessels operating in the Arctic. However, in the 
European Union and the European Economic Area (EEA) fishing vessels are regulated. The 
regulations has been incorporated into the EEA agreement and thus into the Norwegian legal order. 

For fishing vessels of 24 metres and above, EU Directive 1997/70/EC applies for vessels flying the 
flag of an EU/EEA state. The Directive also applies to foreign flagged ships operating or landing a 
catch in an EU/EEA State. The Directive sets out a harmonized safety regime for fishing vessels, and 
is for the most part based on the not yet in force Torremolinos Convention. The Directive contains 
general rules for design, construction and maintenance. It also sets up a regime for certification and 
surveys. In addition, the Directive contains control provisions for foreign flagged vessels, however it 
is not included in the scope of the Paris MOU and thus no common approach on the inspection of 
foreign flagged vessels apply. 

For vessels operating in icy waters, some specific safety requirements apply to construction, 
machinery and equipment, including for lifesaving appliances. For vessels operating in icy waters, 
some specific safety requirements apply to construction, machinery and equipment. These 
requirements build on the Torremolinos Convention, but go further adding on requirements for 
vessels operating waters north of 62 degrees latitude, including additional requirements for lifesaving 
appliances. The  Annex III A of the Directive containing the Northern regional provisions will be 
submitted to PAME for information. 

In accordance with Norwegian law the requirements have been extended, and are made applicable to  
vessels of 15 metres and above. For operation in areas subject to icy conditions, it is required for 
Norwegian flagged ships that they are constructed in compliance with the relevant rules of DNV GL, 
or equivalent rules of another classification society.	
  	
  The regulations can be found on the Norwegian 
Maritime Authority`s webpage:  . https://www.sjofartsdir.no/en/legislation/regulations/construction-
operation-equipment-and-surveys-of-fishing-vessels-15-m-in-overall-length-loa-and-over/ 
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