
AECO’s Site-Specific Guidelines
Edda Falk, Communications Manager

Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators

AECO.NO

PAME ARCTIC MARINE TOURISM PROJECT WORKSHOP, 03.02.20



PAME ARCTIC MARINE TOURISM PROJECT WORKSHOP, 03.02.20



PAME ARCTIC MARINE TOURISM PROJECT WORKSHOP, 03.02.20



AECO’s guidelines 
The backbone of the Association’s work, 
available on www.aeco.no/guidelines/

PAME ARCTIC MARINE TOURISM PROJECT WORKSHOP, 03.02.20



AECO’s Site-Specific Guidelines
Preventing disturbance of wildlife, vegetation

and cultural remains during landings
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• Site visits by AECO and relevant 
experts.

• Assessment of site using the 
Norwegian Institute for Nature 
Research (NINA)’s method for site 
vulnerability assessment.

• Detailed guidelines to prevent 
disturbance of wildlife, vegetation, 
natural features and cultural remains.

• Guidelines are reviewed by the 
Governor of Svalbard

Method 
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Site-Specific Guidelines in Svalbard
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• 2010: The Norwegian Institute for 
Nature Research (NINA) in dialogue 
with AECO develops a method for 
vulnerability assessment of landing 
sites in Svalbard. 

• 2011: AECO develops its first site-
specific guidelines.

• 2013: AECO launches eleven 
additional site-specific guidelines.

• 2017: AECO presents two additional 
guidelines for Svalbard. AECO now 
has site guidelines for 21 locations in 
Svalbard.



• 2014: New regulations for Eastern 
Svalbard make site-specific guidelines 
a legal requirement for cruise ships 
that wish to make landings in five 
different sites. 

• 2019: New Protection and 
Management Plan for West-
Spitsbergen national parks makes 
site-specific guidelines mandatory for 
making landings in nine sites in West-
Spitsbergen.

Site-Specific Guidelines as a 
legal requirement
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Franz Josef Land
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• Developed by Russian Arctic National 
Park in collaboration with  AECO in 
2014.

• Mandatory for AECO members.
• Cover 6 sites:

• Apollonoff Island
• Cape Norvegia
• Champ Island
• Rubini Rock
• Tikhaya Bay
• Bell Island



• AECO is also active in Arctic 
Canada, Greenland and Iceland 
and open to collaborations.

• 2014 feasibility study for site-
specific guidelines for Greenland in 
collaboration with local 
stakeholders.

• Renewed interest for AECO’s site-
specific guidelines model.

Other geographic areas
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Community Specific Guidelines
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• Supported by NORA – Nordic Atlantic 
Cooperation 

• Developed by local communities.
• Detailed instructions on how to carry 

out considerate visits to settlements.
• Mandatory for AECO members.

• Greenland: Nuuk, Paamiut, 
Ittoqqortoormiit, Tasiilaq, Sisimiut 

• Svalbard: Longyearbyen, Ny-Ålesund
• Iceland: Seyðisfjörður
• Coming soon: Canada – Pond Inlet 

and Grise Fiord



www.aeco.no @ArcticCruiseOperators @ArcticCruiseOp


