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What is AECO?
• AECO is an international association for 

expedition cruise operators operating in the 
Arctic and others with interests in this industry.

• AECO has 70+ members and represents most of 
the industry.

• AECO develops standards and guidelines. 

• AECO’s members decide which guidelines and 
standards should be made mandatory during 
AECO’s Annual Meeting
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• Ensure environmentally 
friendly, responsible and safe 
cruise tourism in the Arctic

• Advocate for the expedition 
cruise industry, and AECO’s 
members’ interests
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AECO’s overall objectives



• Natural environment and 
cultural remains

• Safety at sea and on land 

• Communities, people and 
cultures

Measures to ensure sustainable
tourism development
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• Smaller vessels (13 – 500 pax, typically 150 –
200 pax vessels)

• Less reliant on infrastructure

• Regularly visit remote landing sites and small 
communities

• Majority are members of AECO

• Larger economic contribution per passenger 
compared to conventional cruise
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Expedition cruising
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Vessel tracking Crowd sourcing
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Cruise 
database 

Tools 
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AECO Cruise Database & 
Vessel tracker



AECO Cruise database components

• Vessel information
• Sailing Plan
• Post Visit Report 
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Vessel 
information
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Data sheet includes information on:

• Vessel
• Engine & fuel
• Oily water discharge / Waste oil
• Garbage/Incineration
• Water (fresh/grey/black) 
• Ballast

…. and more
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The sailing plan
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+ some 4500 
entries
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50 vessels

Sharing this data with: 
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Crowd sourcing

OLEX



www.aeco.no @ArcticCruiseOperators @ArcticCruiseOp


