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CetMap

Comprehensive and easily
accessible regional cetacean
density and distribution majps
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- Identify areas where http://cetsound.noaa.gov/importan'/

cetacean species are known

to congregate for specific :
behaviors Aquatic Mammals 2015, Vol. 41(1)

- Provide additional context to
examine potential
interactions between
cetaceans and human
activities
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Also...

» Scientific

o No legal, political or http://cetsound.noaa.gov/important
socioeconomic input -

o No direct orimmediate P s . ...... | o e | e | o B
regulatory N e T

consequences

Biologically Important Areas

» Best available science

etacean density, distribution, and otcurrence
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o Assess and minimize
impacts of
anthropogenic activities
on cetaceans

o Ildentify information gaps //

= Help prioritize research
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Reproductive Areas

Areas and times within which a
particular species selectively
mates, gives birth, or is found
with neonates or calves
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Small and Resident
Population

Areas and times within
which small and resident
populations occupy a
limited geographic extent
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» No quantitative thresholds

» NoO ranks

» 4 components to each BIA
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Caveats and Limitations
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Recommendations

 Close data gaps specifically identified in BIAs

» Beaufort and Chukchi seas

« Bowhead whale use of western Beaufort Sea in summer and
extent of fall migratory corridor in the Chukchi Sea,;

* Beluga use of outer continental shelf and slope in the Beaufort
Sea,;

« Gray whale spring and fall migration corridors and movement
between feeding hotspots

e Bering Sea

 Reproductive areas, migration routes and timing, and distribution,
density and behavior in the offshelf areas

* Incorporate data from additional resources
« Unmanned aerial and underwater vhicles
« Traditional ecological knowledge
 Expand species x regions x times
* Non-US EEZ, particularly Canada and Russia |-
 Several additional cetacean species
« Walruses, ice seals, polar bears, sea otters
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