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4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT 
LONDON SE1 7SR 

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210 

Circular Letter No.4460 
13 October 2021 

To: IMO Member States and Associate Members  
United Nations and specialized agencies  
Intergovernmental organizations  
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status 

Subject: Fifth Annual Arctic Shipping Best Practice Information Forum 
(16 to 18 November 2021) 

1 The Fifth Annual Arctic Shipping Best Practice Information Forum (the Forum) will be 
held virtually, due to the COVID-19 restrictions, from 16 to 18 November 2021. 

2 Hosted by the Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME) Working Group 
of the Arctic Council, the meeting is supported by the Organization, which obtained observer 
status with the Arctic Council in May 2019. 

3 The Organization has participated in the Forum since its inception and contributed to 
the Forum's Web Portal (www.arcticshippingforum.is), a publicly accessible website containing 
information specific to each chapter of the Polar Code and relevant to all those involved in safe 
and environmentally sound Arctic shipping, including, but not limited to, regulators, 
international organizations, shipowners/operators, regulators, classification societies/ 
recognized organizations, marine insurers, indigenous and local communities and other 
interested parties. A particular emphasis is placed on information used by shipowners and 
operators in developing Polar Water Operational Manuals, as required by the Polar Code. 

4 Participation in the Forum is open to Arctic States, permanent participants and Arctic 
Council observers, as well as to any widely recognized professional organization dedicated to 
improving safe and environmentally sound marine operations in the Arctic as demonstrated 
by expertise and experience in Arctic shipping and/or related issues. The Forum also draws 
on experience from the Antarctic. The theme of this fifth annual Forum meeting is: The Polar 
Code: Nearly Five Years On. 

5 PAME has extended the invitation to the Fifth Annual Arctic Shipping Best Practice 
Information Forum to interested IMO Member States and Associate Members, United Nations 
and specialized agencies, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental 
organizations in consultative status and requests those wishing to participate to contact the 
PAME Secretariat via the registration (see paragraph 8). 

6 More information on the Arctic Council's PAME Working Group and the Forum's web 
portal can be found here,1 and on the Forum's website here.2 

1 https://pame.is/component/content/article?id=92&Itemid=1579 

2 https://pame.is/projects-new/arctic-shipping/pame-shipping-highlights/412-arctic-shipping-best-practice-
information-%09forum  
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7 This meeting will take place via the GoToMeeting videoconference platform 
from 16 to 18 November 2021. The virtual meeting will convene each day at the following 
time: 14.00-17.00 (UTC/GMT/UK) (05.00-8.00 Alaska/09.00-12.00 North America east 
coast/15.00-18.00 (CET)D/16.00-19.00 FIN/17.00-20.00 Moscow). 

8 Registration is required by 1 November 2021 by registering here: on-line registration3 

9 The provisional agenda is set out in the annex. 

10 In case of further queries about this virtual Forum meeting, please contact the PAME 
Secretariat at: pameshippingforum@pame.is. 

*** 

3

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEgrkHVkAkzXuOa4wLKL89LKM9YhpKIr2N6HRxf6vFU51G
xg/viewform 
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ANNEX  
PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE 

FIFTH ARCTIC SHIPPING BEST PRACTICE INFORMATION FORUM* 

* https://pame.is/images/03_Projects/Forum/5th_meeting/Forum_5th_meeting_agenda_-_12_October_draft.pdf

https://pame.is/images/03_Projects/Forum/5th_meeting/Forum_5th_meeting_agenda_-_12_October_draft.pdf
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