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The 
2015 

Arctic 
M

arine 
Strategic 

Plan 
calls 

for 
the 

developm
ent of a com

m
unication plan to support the 

understanding and involvem
ent in the im

plem
entation of 

the Strategic plan.
The AM

SP covers all Arctic m
arine areas and relates to all 

key activities affecting Arctic m
arine ecosystem

s; including 
coastal zones, river basins and other areas that are connected 
to the m

arine environm
ent. The AM

SP addresses stressors 
on the Arctic m

arine environm
ent regardless of w

hether 
or not they originate from

 w
ithin or outside the region, 

recognizing that Arctic m
arine areas are connected to the 

rest of the w
orld through chem

ical, physical, biological and 
hum

an interactions. 
The AM

SP 2015-2025 and its 40 strategic actions w
ere 

approved in April 2015 at the 9th m
inisterial m

eeting in 
Iqaluit, Canada.
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Communication

OBJECTIVES

E
x
p

la
in the origins and im

plem
entation activities associated w

ith the AM
SP.

P
ro

v
id

e a “big-picture” view
 that places the AM

SP into the context of 
observed changes and em

erging issues of the Arctic m
arine environm

ent.
E

n
c
o

u
ra

g
e participation by m

em
bers of the target audiences.

P
ro

v
id

e plain language inform
ation about the AM

SP.
E

ffe
c
tiv

e
ly m

anage com
m

unication associated w
ith the AM

SP.
E

n
su

re that Arctic residents have access to al relevant inform
ation and 

analysis supporting the AM
SP.

To provide clear, thorough inform
ation about AM

SP and 
im

plem
entation of its 40 strategic actions to residents 

of the Arctic, other regions of Arctic countries and other 
parts of the w

orld in general, and encourage input and 
participation from

 all parties.

The AM
SP 2015-2025 and its 40 strategic actions 

w
ere approved in April 2015 at the Arctic Council 

M
inisterial m

eeting in Iqaluit, Canada. The AM
SP 

w
as consequently uploaded to the PAM

E w
ebsite 

and the Arctic Council w
ebsite. N

ew
s reports w

ere 
w

ritten about the release and it w
as advertised on 

the PAM
E Facebook page.

Further com
m

unication of the AM
SP should be 

undertaken in the short term
 to take advantage of 

the current high level of regional and international 
interest in the Arctic O

cean. This should be done 
by national 

governm
ents as w

ell as indigenous 
organizations, w

orking groups and other bodies of 
the Arctic Council.



There are several distinct stakeholders in the Arctic w
ho are interested in inform

ation 
related to the Arctic O

cean. The people living in the Arctic and all people at a 
global scale are included in addition to e.g. national governm

ents, international 
organizations, local governm

ents and Arctic residents. The different stakeholders 
have varying know

ledge about the current status of the Arctic Council efforts to 
protect the m

arine environm
ent. Am

ong different levels of governm
ent there is a 

high level of interest in advancing the im
plem

entation of the AM
SP through ongoing 

and new
 projects, by PAM

E and other w
orking groups of the Arctic Council. 

Clim
ate change and increased econom

ic activity are the tow
 key drivers of social, 

environm
ental and econom

ic change in the Arctic today. Arctic ecosystem
s are 

changing rapidly as a result of clim
ate change and hum

an activities w
ith effects both 

inside and outside the Arctic region.
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h

a
n

g
e
s occurring in m

any Arctic 
societies are affecting the culture and w

ays of life of people in the Arctic, including 
notably, indigenous peoples’. These changes can be expected to affect hum

an 
health as w

ell as the health of the m
arine environm

ent.
C

lim
a
te

 c
h

a
n

g
e, ocean acidification and long range transport of pollution are 

all m
ostly a result of activities outside the Arctic region, w

hile increased activity 
w

ithin the Arctic is contributing to increased pressures and risks.
In

c
re

a
sin

g
 e

c
o

n
o

m
ic

 a
c
tiv

ity represent im
portant opportunities for the 

Arctic com
m

unities, but also entails environm
ental and social challenges that 

m
ust be handled in the best possible w

ay.
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O
ne of the priorities of the im

plem
entation of AM

SP is 
to inform

 Arctic residents about key issues and actions 
being taken to address them

. PAM
E and other Arctic 

Council studies have show
n that Arctic residents are 

deeply concerned about the sustainability of the Arctic 
O

cean and every effort should therefore be put on 
com

m
unicating AM

SP issues accordingly. The AM
SP w

ill 
therefore be com

m
unicated in a w

ay that is accessible to 
Arctic residents and other interested in the Arctic m

arine 
environm

ent. Com
m

unications tools should be developed 
w

ith the attention to the various languages, literacy and 
cultural profiles of target audiences through the use of 
various m

ultim
edia form

ats.
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AM
SP Strategic Actions include:

Im
p

ro
v
e know

ledge and understanding of the Arctic M
arine Environm

ent
S

tre
n

g
th

e
n scientific cooperation and joint m

onitoring am
ong Arctic states

Im
p

le
m

e
n

t and com
ply w

ith Applicable international/Regional Com
m

itm
ents

A
p

p
ly an Ecosystem

 Approach to M
anagem

ent
P

ro
m

o
te safe and sustainable use of the m

arine environm
ent

E
n

h
a
n

c
e the econom

ic, social and cultural w
ell-being of Arctic inhabitants

S
u

p
p

o
rt Com

m
unication, Reporting and O

utreach

Com
m

unication of he AM
SP w

ill highlight the vision, goals and strategic m
easures 

set out in the AM
SP as follow

s.

K
e

y
 M

e
s
s
a

g
e

s
S

t
r
a

t
e

g
ic

 M
e

a
s
u

r
e

s

GOALS

Im
prove know

ledge of the Arctic m
arine environm

ent, and continue to m
onitor 

and assess current and future im
pacts on Arctic m

arine ecosystem
s.

Conserve and protect ecosystem
 function and m

arine biodiversity to enhance 
resilience and the provision of ecosystem

 services.

Prom
ote safe and sustainable use of the m

arine environm
ent, taking into account 

cum
ulative environm

ental im
pacts.

Enhance the econom
ic, social and cultural w

ell-being of Arctic inhabitants, 
including Arctic indigenous peoples and strengthen their capacity to adapt to 
changes in the Arctic m

arine environm
ent.

1234

AMSP V
is

io
n

The Arctic Council’s vision for the 
Arctic 

m
arine 

environm
ent 

is: 
Healthy, 

productive, 
and 

resilient 
Arctic 

m
arine 

ecosystem
s 

that 
support 

hum
an 

w
ell-being 

and 
sustainable developm

ent for current 
and future generations.



M
edia 

coverage 
and 

other 
reports 

that 
result 

from
 the AM

SP w
ill be m

onitored by the PAM
E 

Secretariat to assist in evaluating the effectiveness of 
com

m
unication efforts. M

edia analysis reports w
ill be 

provided accordingly to the Senior Arctic O
ffi

cials of 
the Arctic Council in collaboration w

ith other w
orking 

groups and the com
m

unication and outreach group 
of the Arctic Council Secretariat. 
This 

com
m

unication 
plan 

m
ay 

be 
periodically 

review
ed and updated by PAM

E in collaboration w
ith 

other Arctic Council w
orking groups.
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The 
follow

ing 
products 

and 
activities 

w
ill 

assist 
in 

the 
com

m
unication of the AM

SP.
A

M
S

P
 
B

r
o

c
h

u
r
e

: A key com
m

unication product. Available on 
the PAM

E w
ebsite and easily distributed via e-m

ail.
F

a
c

t
s
h

e
e

t
s
: O

n relevant products concerning AM
SP, including 

Large M
arine Ecosystem

s and Arctic shipping.
W

e
b

s
it

e
: Com

m
unication w

ill take place through the PAM
E 

w
ebsites, including updates on the im

plem
entation process and 

status and other Arctic related com
m

unity outreach activities.
O

u
t
r
e

a
c

h
 a

c
t
iv

it
ie

s
: W

ill be conducted by national governm
ents 

as w
ell as lead countries on Arctic Council initiatives relate to the 

Arctic m
arine environm

ent.
S

o
c

ia
l m

e
d

ia
: PAM

E is strengthening its social m
edia presence 

and it is an im
portant venue for com

m
unications. Social m

edia 
activities w

ill be regularly conducted for the AM
SP such as 

through postings on the PAM
E Facebook Page and Tw

itter.


