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The 9th Arctic Council M
inisterial m

eeting convened on 24th 
of April 2015 approved the Arctic M

arine Strategic Plan for the 
period 2015-2025 as a fram

ew
ork to protect Arctic m

arine and 
coastal ecosystem

s and to prom
ote sustainable developm

ent 
in

 t
h

e
 r

e
g

io
n

. 

The Arctic Council Arctic M
arine Strategic Plan 2015-2025 

(AM
SP) provides a fram

ew
ork to guide its actions to protect 

Arctic 
m

arine 
and 

coastal 
ecosystem

s 
and 

to 
prom

ote 
sustainable developm

ent. AM
SP articulates how

 the Arctic 
C

o
u

n
c
il c

a
n

 in
c
r
e

a
s
e

 it
s
 u

n
d

e
r
s
t
a

n
d

in
g

 o
f t

h
e

 im
p

a
c
t
s
 o

f h
u

m
a

n
 

activities, clim
ate change and ocean acidification. The AM

SP 
recognizes the im

portance of acquiring a better understanding 
of Arctic change so that actions can be taken that allow

 Arctic 
inhabitants, including Arctic indigenous peoples to further 
adapt to the change. The strategic actions identified in the 
AM

SP guide the w
ork of the Arctic Council and its subsidiary 

b
o

d
ie

s
.

This 10-year im
plem

entation plan sets forth the m
ethodology, 

process and approach to execute im
plem

entation of the AM
SP. 

The plan builds on Arctic Council principles, coordination and 
collaboration w

ith the Arctic Council m
em

bers, its subsidiary 
bodies and observers, and reflects the reality of the changes in 
the Arctic m

arine environm
ent.

Implementation
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AMSP V
is

io
n

GOALS

The AM
SP sets out a range of actions that 

can be undertaken by the Arctic Council and 
its 

subsidiary 
bodies, 

in 
collaboration 

w
ith 

O
bservers 

of 
the 

Arctic 
Council 

and 
other 

p
a

r
t
n

e
r
s
, 

a
s
 

a
p

p
r
o

p
r
ia

t
e

. 
T

h
e

r
e

 
is

 
a

ls
o

 
a

n
 

opportunity for joint action am
ong the Arctic 

states to prom
ote these strategic actions in 

relevant international and regional fora. 
The AM

SP addresses both short-term
 and long-

term
 challenges and opportunities. Achieving 

the goals of this Strategic Plan is dependent on 
cooperation.

The Arctic Council’s vision for the 
Arctic 

m
arine 

environm
ent 

is: 
Healthy, 

productive, 
and 

resilient 
Arctic 

m
arine 

ecosystem
s 

that 
support 

hum
an 

w
ell-being 

and 
sustainable developm

ent for current 
and future generations.

Total of 40 strategic actions have been developed that are im
portant in a circum

polar Arctic 
perspective and w

hich are guided by the key findings and recom
m

endations of recently 
published Arctic Council reports. This is not an exhaustive list of actions. It is anticipated 
that additional actions m

ay be required as new
 priorities em

erge or new
 inform

ation 
becom

es available through, for exam
ples, ongoing or new

 studies by the Arctic Council 
w

o
r
k

in
g

 g
r
o

u
p

s
 a

n
d

 o
t
h

e
r
s
.

This im
plem

entation plan is a living docum
ent. The PAM

E W
orking Group w

ill evaluate 
progress and reflect the priorities of the Arctic Council on a regular basis.

Im
prove know

ledge of the Arctic m
arine environm

ent, and 
continue to m

onitor and assess current and future im
pacts 

on Arctic m
arine ecosystem

s.

Conserve 
and 

protect 
ecosystem

 
function 

and 
m

arine 
biodiversity to enhance resilience and the provision of 
ecosystem

 services.

Prom
ote safe and sustainable use of the m

arine environm
ent, 

taking into account cum
ulative environm

ental im
pacts.

Enhance the econom
ic, social and cultural w

ell-being of 
Arctic inhabitants, including Arctic indigenous peoples and 
strengthen their capacity to adapt to changes in the Arctic 
m

arine environm
ent.
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M

S
P

 Im
p

le
m

e
n

t
a

t
io

n

R
O

A
D

M
A

P

abcd

N
ew

 and em
erging know

ledge affecting the Arctic m
arine environm

ent (focusing 
on conservation and the sustainable use of the Arctic m

arine environm
ent that 

supports environm
ental, socio-cultural, and econom

ic values).

Circum
polar Arctic perspective.

Key finding and recom
m

endations of ongoing or new
 studies by the Arctic 

C
o

u
n

c
il w

o
r
k

in
g

 g
r
o

u
p

s
 a

n
d

 o
t
h

e
r
s
.

Setti
ng of priorities w

ill be revisited and feedback provided as required.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Analyze 
each 

strategic 
action 

and 
identify 

ongoing 
activities/projects/tasks.

Propose future im
plem

entation options/projects (these 
are tentative and subject to the Arctic Council direction 
and respective chairm

anship priorities).

Inclusion in PAM
Es biennial w

ork plans and other Arctic 
Council w

orking groups w
ork plans as relevant.

Identify gaps and needs (by PAM
E, by other Arctic Council 

w
orking groups, by other processes).

Review
 options and develop outline of activities as relevant.

Set priorities based on:



1
AM

SP Im
plem

entation Plan that w
ill be incorporated into the PAM

E 
W

ork Plans and projects developed based on priorities, needs and 
guidance from

 SAO
s and Arctic Council M

inisters.

2
Direct input to the PAM

E W
ork Plan.

4
Developm

ent of specific projects based on 
the AM

SP (2015-2025) strategic actions.

6
Status reports on the im

plem
entation of the AM

SP (2015-2025) at 
Arctic Council-related events and at other international events and 
contributions, as relevant, into new

 Arctic assessm
ents.

3
Contribute to the reporting to 
Arctic Council M

inisters.

5
Status 

reports 
of 

the 
Im

plem
entation 

of 
the 

AM
SP (2015-2025) at the Arctic Council SAO

s and 
M

inisterial m
eetings over the next decade.

The Arctic Council w
orking groups w

ill 
c
o

o
r
d

in
a

t
e

 
a

n
d

 
c
o

o
p

e
r
a

t
e

 
c
lo

s
e

ly
 

in
 

it
s
 

im
plem

entation, and the Arctic Council w
ill 

need to look to governm
ents and agencies 

for support and participation.  There is also 
an opportunity for joint action am

ong the 
Arctic states to prom

ote these strategic 
actions 

in 
relevant 

international 
and 

r
e

g
io

n
a

l fo
r
a

.

The 
plan 

is 
organized 

in 
tw

o-year 
im

plem
entation 

periods, 
corresponding 

to the rotation of the chairm
anship of the 

Arctic Council. PAM
E w

ill provide a status 
reporting on the AM

SP im
plem

entation 
at the end of each im

plem
entation period 

and revise the prioritization of the strategic 
actions 

based 
on 

the 
prioritization 

of 
respective 

Arctic 
Council 

chairm
anship 

p
e

r
io

d
. 

F
u

r
t
h

e
r
m

o
r
e

, 
t
h

o
s
e

 
s
t
r
a

t
e

g
ic

 

actions of relevance to PAM
Es m

andate 
w

ill be reflected in its biennial w
ork plans.

Im
p

le
m

e
n

t
a

t
io

n

S
t
e

p
s
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L
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Strengthen scientific cooperation 
a

n
d

 
jo

in
t
 

m
o

n
it

o
r
in

g
 

a
m

o
n

g
 

t
h

e
 

Arctic states, and w
ith other states, 

organizations 
and 

stakeholders 
involved 

in 
Arctic 

research 
or 

traditional and local know
ledge, 

w
ith a focus on prioritizing research 

issues, filling know
ledge gaps, and 

developing m
echanism

s to share 
and exchange observational data.

Im
prove 

the 
understanding 

of 
cum

ulative 
im

pacts 
on 

m
arine 

ecosystem
s 

from
 

m
ultiple 

hum
an activity-induced stressors 

s
u

c
h

 
a

s
 

c
lim

a
t
e

 
c
h

a
n

g
e

, 
o

c
e

a
n

 

acidification, 
local 

and 
long 

range transported pollution (land 
and 

sea-based), 
m

arine 
litter, 

noise, 
eutrophication, 

biom
ass 

overharvesting, 
invasive 

alien 
s
p

e
c
ie

s
 a

n
d

 o
t
h

e
r
 t

h
r
e

a
t
s
.

Im
prove, synthesize, and respond 

t
o

 
e

m
e

r
g

in
g

 
k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 

a
c
r
o

s
s
 

a
ll 

d
is

c
ip

lin
e

s
 

a
n

d
 

s
e

c
t
o

r
s
 

t
o

 

include 
governm

ent, 
academ

ic 
and 

industry 
inform

ation, 
and 

traditional and local know
ledge.

Im
prove the predictive capacity 

and 
develop 

a 
com

m
on 

u
n

d
e

r
s
t
a

n
d

in
g

 
o

f 
t
h

e
 
lik

e
ly

 
fu

t
u

r
e

 

im
p

a
c
t
s
 

o
f 

c
lim

a
t
e

 
c
h

a
n

g
e

 
a

n
d

 

o
t
h

e
r
 

e
m

e
r
g

in
g

 
t
h

r
e

a
t
s
, 

s
u

c
h

 
a

s
 

ocean acidification.

Im
p

r
o

v
e

 a
n

d
 E
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o
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L
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a
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e
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L
e

a
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Prom
ote 

the 
im

plem
entation 

o
f 

t
h

e
 

e
c
o

s
y
s
t
e

m
 

a
p

p
r
o

a
c
h

 
t
o

 

m
anagem

ent in the Arctic through 
synthesis and application of the 
results of relevant w

ork by the 
Arctic 

Council 
and 

associated 
efforts by relevant organizations.

Identify and develop tools 
and 

m
e

t
h

o
d

o
lo

g
ie

s
 

fo
r
 

a
s
s
e

s
s
in

g
 

cum
ulative im

pacts and risks for 
Arctic 

m
arine 

ecosystem
s 

and 
a

r
e

a
s
 

o
f 

h
e

ig
h

t
e

n
e

d
 

e
c
o

lo
g

ic
a

l 

and cultural significance w
ith the 

a
im

 
o

f 
u

s
in

g
 
t
h

e
m

 
fo

r
 
in

t
e

g
r
a

t
e

d
 

a
s
s
e

s
s
m

e
n

t
s
.

Identify and assess threats and 
im

p
a

c
t
s
 

t
o

 
a

r
e

a
s
 

o
f 

h
e

ig
h

t
e

n
e

d
 

ecological and cultural significance 
a

n
d

 
h

o
w

 
s
u

c
h

 
a

r
e

a
s
 

m
a

y
 

b
e

 

influenced in the future by clim
ate 

c
h

a
n

g
e

 a
n

d
 o

t
h

e
r
 h

u
m

a
n

 in
d

u
c
e

d
 

changes and activities.

Encourage 
the 

Arctic 
states 

t
o

 
im

p
le

m
e

n
t
 

a
p

p
r
o

p
r
ia

t
e

 

m
e

a
s
u

r
e

s
, 

–
 

o
r
 

t
o

 
p

u
r
s
u

e
 

such 
m

easures 
at 

relevant 
international 

organizations 
to 

protect 
Arctic 

m
arine 

Areas 
o

f 
H

e
ig

h
t
e

n
e

d
 

E
c
o

lo
g

ic
a

l 
a

n
d

 

Cultural Significance. Focus should 
b

e
 

o
n

 
s
p

e
c
ie

s
 

a
n

d
 

e
c
o

s
y
s
t
e

m
s
 

particularly at risk from
 clim

ate 
change and cum

ulative im
pacts, 

including areas of refuge for ice-
a

s
s
o

c
ia

t
e

d
 s

p
e

c
ie

s
 t

h
a

t
 a

r
e

, o
r
 a

r
e

 

expected to becom
e particularly 

im
portant 

to 
Arctic 

m
arine 

biodiversity under future clim
ate 

conditions.
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Advance EBM
 as an overarching 

fram
ew

ork for conservation and 
sustainable 

use 
of 

living 
and 

non-living resources in the Arctic 
m

arine environm
ent, taking into 

account cum
ulative im

pacts on the 
Arctic and the need for adaptation 
t
o

 c
lim

a
t
e

 c
h

a
n

g
e

.

E
x
p

lo
r
e

 
w

h
e

t
h

e
r
 

t
h

e
r
e

 
a

r
e

 

substances in addition to oil that 
w

ould 
benefit 

from
 

additional 
pollution 

preparedness 
and 

response cooperation am
ong the 

Arctic states.

Im
prove the understanding of risks 

a
n

d
 r

is
k

 r
e

d
u

c
in

g
 m

e
a

s
u

r
e

s
 r

e
la

t
e

d
 

to Arctic shipping and oil and gas 
exploration 

and 
developm

ent 
activities, including gap analysis 
and 

sharing 
of 

best 
practices 

related 
to 

oil 
spill 

prevention, 
p

r
e

p
a

r
e

d
n

e
s
s
 

a
n

d
 

r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 
t
o

 

em
ergencies in the Arctic.

Support 
the 

research, 
developm

ent, and im
plem

entation 
of oil spill detection, m

itigation 
m

e
a

s
u

r
e

s
, 

a
n

d
 

r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 

technologies in ice-covered and 
ice-infested w

aters.
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s
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Im
prove m

eaningful engagem
ent 

of Arctic indigenous peoples and 
other Arctic inhabitants in relevant 
d

e
c
is

io
n

s
, 

in
c
lu

d
in

g
 

t
h

r
o

u
g

h
 

t
h

e
 

consideration and use of traditional 
and 

local 
know

ledge 
(TLK) 

in 
avoiding 

or 
m

itigating 
negative 

environm
ental, 

subsistence, 
a

n
d

 
c
u

lt
u

r
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
s
, 

a
s
 

w
e

ll 

a
s
 

in
 

m
a

in
t
a

in
in

g
 

o
r
 

in
c
r
e

a
s
in

g
 

w
ell-being 

and 
socioeconom

ic 
opportunities.

Assess 
vulnerabilities 

and 
adaptation 

options 
of 

Arctic 
coastal com

m
unities to changes 

in
 

c
lim

a
t
e

 
a

n
d

 
t
h

e
 

m
a

r
in

e
 

environm
ent, as w

ell as challenges 
and opportunities related to these 
changes 

and 
new

 
patterns 

of 
activity.

F
a

c
ilit

a
t
e

 
c
o

a
s
t
a

l 
c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 

exchanges betw
een Arctic states 

to im
prove sharing of know

ledge 
a

n
d

 e
x
p

e
r
ie

n
c
e

s
 a

n
d

 t
o

 s
t
r
e

n
g

t
h

e
n

 

the dialog w
ith relevant business 

and 
industry 

in 
the 

Arctic 
in 

order to foster the conservation 
and sustainable use of the Arctic 
m

arine environm
ent.

In cooperation w
ith the Perm

anent 
Participants, 

encourage 
e

n
g

a
g

e
m

e
n

t
, a

s
 a

p
p

r
o

p
r
ia

t
e

, w
it

h
 

indigenous peoples organizations 
and bodies, that have specialized 
in 

traditional 
know

ledge 
and 

t
h

a
t
 
c
a

n
 
in

fo
r
m

 
t
h

e
 
w

o
r
k

 
o

f 
t
h

e
 

Arctic Council in the protection 
of the m

arine environm
ent and 

in 
enhance 

the 
w

ell-being 
and 

the capacity of Arctic inhabitants, 
including 

Arctic 
indigenous 

p
e

o
p

le
s
 
t
o

 
d

e
a

l 
w

it
h

 
a

 
c
h

a
n

g
in

g
 

Arctic and increased activity.

S
t
r
e
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g
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a
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it

y
 t

o
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d
a

p
t
 t

o
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h
a

n
g

e
s



The 
plan 

is 
organized 

in 
tw

o-year 
im

plem
entation 

periods, 
corresponding 

to 
the rotation of the chairm

anship of the Arctic 
Council. PAM

E w
ill provide a status reporting 

on the AM
SP im

plem
entation at the end of 

each im
plem

entation period and revise the 
prioritization of the strategic actions based on 
the prioritization of respective Arctic Council 
chairm

anship period in collaboration w
ith other 

Arctic Council w
orking groups. Those strategic 

actions of relevance to PAM
Es m

andate w
ill be 

reflected in its biennial w
ork plans. 

Furtherm
ore, the ongoing evaluation process 

w
ill guide adaptation in the im

plem
entation of 

the strategic actions over the lifetim
e of the plan, 

clearly outline tim
efram

es and project phases, 
e

s
p

e
c
ia

lly
 
w

h
e

r
e

 
t
h

e
r
e

 
a

r
e

 
in

t
e

r
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
c
ie

s
 

w
ith other Arctic Council subsidiary bodies.

Evaluating

P
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e

s
s

A
M

S
P


