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AMSA Recommendation 1.C.:  

Uniformity of Arctic Shipping Governance

• That the Arctic states should explore the possible 

harmonization of Arctic marine shipping regulatory 

regimes within their own jurisdiction and uniform 

Arctic safety and environmental protection 

regulatory regimes, consistent with UNCLOS, that 

could provide a basis for protection measures in 

regions of the central Arctic Ocean beyond coastal 

state jurisdiction for consideration by the IMO.

Mandatory Polar Code Implementation by the Arctic States

Harmonize Regulatory Regimes ~ Uniformity & Consistency



Select Changes & Events

• Development of the Varandey Tanker Shuttle

• Full Fleet ~ Norilsk Nickel Operation

• Snovit ~ LNG Shipped to Spain & USA

• Continued Retreat of Arctic Sea Ice

• Offshore Drilling ~ West Greenland

• IMO Plan for Mandatory Polar Code

• Norway-Russia Barents Sea Agreement

• NSR/NEP Experimental Voyages
-- Summer 2009:  Beluga Ships

-- Summer 2010:  SCF Baltica & Nordic Barents

• 2010 Navigation Season: Tanker Collision Along the 
NSR, Groundings in the Canadian Arctic

~ Summary Observation: Natural Resource 

Development Driving Arctic Marine Operations





Select Changes & Events

• Development of the Varandey Tanker Shuttle

• Full Fleet ~ Noriksk Nickel Operation

• Snovit ~ LNG Shipped to Spain & USA

• Continued Retreat of Arctic Sea Ice

• Offshore Drilling ~ West Greenland

• IMO Plan for Mandatory Polar Code

• Norway-Russia Barents Sea Agreement

• NSR/NEP Experimental Voyages
-- Summer 2009:  Beluga Ships

-- Summer 2010:  SCF Baltica & Nordic Barents

• 2010 Navigation Season: Tanker Collision Along the 
NSR, Groundings in the Canadian Arctic

~ Summary Observation: Natural Resource 

Development Driving Arctic Marine Operations



Summer Northeast Passage

2009 Voyages of Beluga Fraternity & Beluga Foresight
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M/V Clipper Adventurer

M/T Nanny

Groundings ~ 

Canadian Arctic

Aug-Sept 2010



Bering Strait Region shipping by vessel type:  

1 May – 6 September 2010



UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS

CONSIDERING A ROADMAP FORWARD:

THE ARCTIC MARINE 

SHIPPING ASSESSMENT

Workshop

October 22-24, 2009
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Introduction and Background
• Second workshop for the UArctic Institute for Applied 

Circumpolar Policy

• Topic: Policy review of  the recommendations from the  

Arctic Council’s Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment

• 60 experts from broad array of  stakeholders and actors

• Sponsors:  Holland America Lines, UAF Chancellor’s Office, 

U.S. Arctic Research Commission, Institute of  the North

• AMSA can be viewed as: 

• baseline assessment

• strategic guide

• policy document of  the Arctic Council
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Identifying Stakeholders and Actors

•Sovereign States

•Indigenous Groups

•International Governmental 

Organizations

•Maritime Industry

•Marine Insurers

•Private/Independent
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Enhancing Arctic Marine Safety
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Protecting Arctic People and the 
Environment
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Building the Arctic Marine 
Infrastructure
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Funding Issues

•Indigenous Marine Use 

Surveys

•Marine Infrastructure 

Elements

•Liability and Compensation 

Challenges
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Summary ~ Key Policy Issues Ahead

Highest Priority

• Mandatory Polar Code

• Full Tracking and Monitoring of  

Commercial Ships (Mandatory AIS)

• Arctic Search and Rescue (SAR) 

Agreement

• Indigenous Marine Use Surveys

• Circumpolar Response Capacity 

Agreement

• Arctic Observing Network 

Implementation
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Thank you


